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Guido Abbattista (gabbattista@units.it) is Professor of Modern History at the 
University of Trieste (Italy). He is a specialist of eighteenth-century historical and 
political culture in France and in the Anglo-American world, with special reference 
to colonial and imperial themes and to the representations of human differences. 
Editor of political and historical writings of Lord Bolingbroke, Edmund Burke, 
the abbé Raynal and Anquetil-Duperron, he is author of books on James Mill and 
British India (1979), on the English Universal History and colonial historiography 
(1989), on the American Revolution (1998) and on the European expansion in 
Asia (2002). He has written extensively on British colonial ideologies, republican 
political thought and empire, French historiography and the non-European 
world, and on English political historiography (recently on Lewis Namier and 
Italy). In more recent years he researched on live ethno-exhibitions in early 
modern Europe and on nineteenth-century Italian anthropological culture and 
the perceptions of racial differences. He has been director of several national and 
international research projects, among which the Miur-Interlink project “EUO-
European Culture and the Understanding of Otherness: Historiography, Politics 
and the Sciences of Man in the Birth of the Modern World (Sixteenth-Nineteenth 
Centuries)”, from which the present volume has originated. He has co-edited 
two previous collections of essays on the cultural history of human diversity, 
The Problem of Human Diversity in the European Cultural Experience of the Eighteenth 
Century (Cromohs, 8, 2003,) and Le problème de l’‘altérité’ dans la culture européenne 
aux 18e et 19e siècles: anthropologie, politique et religion (Napoli: Bibliopolis, 2006).
Jesus Astigarraga (astigarr@posta.unizar.es) is Associate Professor in the Departamento 
de Estructura e Historia Económica at the University of Zaragoza (Spain) and 
Scientific Director of the “X. M. de Munibe International Institute for Eighteenth-
Century Studies”. He is author of several books and works on the history of Spanish 
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economic thought, especially in the eighteenth century. He has also published 
several contributions on the international circulation of economic ideas and on 
the processes of institutionalization and dissemination of the economic doctrines. 
Among others, Los ilustrados vascos (2003); “G. Filangieri’s political economy in 
eighteenth-century Spain: Reflexiones económico-políticas by Francisco de Paula 
del Rey” (2005); “I traduttori spagnoli di Filangieri e il risveglio del dibattito 
costituzionale, 1780-1839” (2005); “Political economy in the first Spanish general 
Encyclopaedia: the Enciclopedia Moderna, 1852-1855” (2007); “From the Neapolitan 
A. Genovesi of Carlo di Borbone to the Spanish A. Genovesi of Carlo III: V. de Villava´s 
Spanish translation of Lezioni di Commercio” (2007); “Pensiero giusnaturalista nel 
tardo Illuminismo spagnolo: la lettura critica di Ramón de Salas delle Lezioni di 
commercio di Antonio Genovesi” (2009); “La dérangeante découverte de l’ autre: 
les (més)aventures de l’ Essai politique sur le commerce de Jean-François Melon dans 
l´ Espagne du XVIIIe siècle” (2010); “Ramón de Salas e le idee di riforma sociale nel 
tardo Illuminismo spagnolo” (2010); and “Luces y republicanismo. Economía y 
Política en las ‘Apuntaciones al Genovesi’ de Ramón de Salas” (2010).
Paul Cohen (p.cohen@utoronto.ca) is Associate Professor in French history and 
Director of the Centre for the Study of France and the Francophone World at the 
University of Toronto. A specialist of early modern French history and the social 
history of language, his first book, Kingdom of Babel: The Making of a National 
Language in France, 1400-1815, is forthcoming with Cornell University Press. He is 
currently at work on two projects: the first explores the history of the mediation of 
linguistic difference between Amerindians and French in French North America 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; the second examines the problem of 
the translation of Scripture and liturgy into vernaculars during the Protestant and 
Catholic Reformations in Europe.
Lucia Felici (lfelici@unifi.it) is Professor of Modern History at the Department 
of History and Geography of the University of Florence. Her researches are 
concentrated on the history of the Radical Reformation, the history of Toleration, 
Erasmus of Rotterdam and Erasmianism. In more recent times she devoted also 
to the study of travel relationships between Europe and the Islamic world. She 
authored many articles and books in these fields, such as Tra Riforma ed eresia. La 
giovinezza di Martin Borrhaus (1499-1528) (Firenze: Olschki, 1994); Erasmusstiftung. 
La fondazione erasmiana nella storia culturale e sociale europea (1538-1600) (Firenze: 
Centro stampa 2P, 2000); Filippo Valentini, Il principe fanciullo. Trattato inedito 
dedicato a Renata e Ercole II d’Este, Testo, introduzione e note a cura di Lucia Felici 
(Firenze: Olschki, 2000); Profezie di riforma e idee di concordia religiosa. Visioni e 
speranze dell’esule piemontese Giovanni Leonardo Sartori (Firenze: Olschki, 2009); 
Giovanni Calvino e l’Italia (Torino: Claudiana, 2010).
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Irene Gaddo (irene.gaddo@gmail.com) got her PhD in historical sciences from the 
Università del Piemonte Orientale ‘Amedeo Avogadro’, Alessandria, Novara, Vercelli 
(2005). She was research fellow at the Luigi Einaudi Foundation, Turin (2005-
2006), and now holds a post-doctoral scholarship at the Dipartimento di Studi 
Umanistici, Vercelli. Her interests concern British intellectual history and 
history of historiography. She is currently working on a project about urban 
history in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Her publications include the 
monograph Il piacere della controversia. Hugh Trevor-Roper storico e uomo pubblico 
(Napoli: Bibliopolis, 2008).
Niccolò Guasti (niccologuasti@yahoo.com) is an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Foggia (Italy). His researches approach two main issues: first, the 
eighteenth-century history of the Society of Jesus. He published two monographs 
on Spanish Jesuits, exiled in 1767, where their cultural strategies are examined in 
the context of eighteenth-century European society, culture and politics. Secondly, 
he studies the economic debates and reforms in eighteenth-century Europe, 
especially in the Iberian and Neapolitan contexts.
Maggy Hary (maggy_hary@yahoo.fr) is Lecturer in British History and Civilization 
at the Université Denis Diderot (Paris VII) in Paris. Her thesis, entitled From the Holy 
Land to Paradise Lost, explores how British officials’ profound biblical culture colored 
their representations of Palestine and its communities during the Mandate (1917-
1948). Her work also examines to what extent such perceptions influenced their 
interpretations and management of the incipient Arab-Zionist conflict.
László Kontler (Kontlerl@ceu.hu) is Professor of History at the Central European 
University in Budapest, Hungary. His academic interests focus on intellectual 
history, especially political and historical thought, inter-cultural communication 
and reception, and more recently the history of scientific knowledge production, 
in the early modern period and the Enlightenment. He has written extensively 
(in English and Hungarian) on Edmund Burke and William Robertson, on European 
and Hungarian political thought, on the Enlightenment in European and Central 
European contexts, and is the author of A History of Hungary (Palgrave, 2002). 
http://www.ceu.hu/profiles/faculty/laszlo_kontler
Hans-Jürgen Lüsebrink (luesebrink@rz.uni-sb.de), since 1993 Professor at the 
University of Saarland at Saarbrücken (Germany), Chair of Romance Cultural 
Studies and Intercultural Studies; PhD and Habilitation Thesis in Romance 
Philology in Germany (University of Bayreuth), PhD in History at the École des 
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Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales. Visiting professor in different European, 
North-American and African Universites (EHESS, UCLA, Northwestern University, 
University of Dakar etc.). Recent books: Interkulturelle Kommunikation. Interaktion-
Kulturtransfer-Fremdwahrnehmung (2005, 2nd ed. 2008); (with Ute Fendler and 
Christoph Vatter, eds.): Francophonie et globalisation (2009); (with Isaac Bazié, ed.), 
Violences postcoloniales. Représentations littéraires et discours médiatiques (2010).
Ashley Eva Millar (a.e.millar@lse.ac.uk) is a final year Ph.D. candidate in the 
International History Department at the London School of Economics. Her 
research examines European views of China’s political economy during the 
Enlightenment. She has published a paper on the circulation of knowledge of 
foreign lands in Enlightenment Europe in a special edition of the Graduate Journal of 
Social Science as part of a research group, “How Well do ‘Facts’ Travel?”. She has also 
published an article in the Asian Journal of Social Science examining the Sinophilia/
Sinophobia Dichotomy through Adam Smith’s “Duties of Government”.
Marco Platania (marco.platania@gmail.com), is “dottore di ricerca” in History of 
Political Thought (Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”) and in History (Università 
di Trieste e Paris 8), and is presently postdoctoral fellow at the Goethe Universität, 
Frankfurt, where he also lectures in seminars and courses. His research interests 
concern the political debate on republics and monarchies in eighteenth-century 
French culture and the understanding and historical representation of colonial 
expansion in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe. He is author of 
several essays and contributions to collective volumes and of the monograph 
Montesquieu e la virtù. Rappresentazioni della Francia di Ancien Régime e dei governi 
repubblicani (Torino: Utet, 2007); recently he edited Federico Chabod. Idea d’Europa 
e civiltà moderna. Scritti inediti (Roma: Carocci, 2010).
Joan Pau Rubiés (J.P.Rubies@lse.ac.uk) is Reader in International History at 
the London School of Economics, where he teaches European cultural and 
intellectual history, and the comparative study of early modern empires. He 
has written extensively about travel writing and cultural encounters in the 
early modern period. He has also specialized in the historiography and political 
thought of early modern Spain. His publications include, besides numerous 
articles in various languages, the following books: Travel and Ethnology in the 
Renaissance: South India through European Eyes, 1250-1625 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2000) and Travellers and Cosmographers. Studies in the History 
of Early Modern Travel and Ethnology (Aldershot: Ashgate, Variorum, 2007). He 
has also edited Medieval Ethnographies. European Perceptions of the World Beyond 
(Aldershot: Ashgate, 2009); Voyages and Visions: Towards a Cultural History of Travel 
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(with Jas Elsner) (London: Reaktion Books, 1999); Shifting Cultures: Interaction 
and Discourse in the Expansion of Europe (with H.Bugge) (Münster: Lit Verlag, 
1995) and Exploring Cultural History. Essays in honour of Peter Burke (with M. 
Calaresu and F. de Vivo) (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2010). He is currently writing a new 
monograph with the title Europe’s New Worlds. Travel writing and the Origins of the 
Enlightenment, 1550-1750, to be published by CUP.
Guillermo Pérez Sarrión (gperez@unizar.es) was born in Valencia, Spain, in 
1947. He graduated at the University of Saragossa and made postgraduate studies 
at the Istituto Internazionale di Storia Economica “Francesco Datini” (Prato, 
Italia). He has been visiting fellow at Fitzwilliam College and visiting professor 
at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, San Juan PR; Rutgers University 
at Newark, NJ; the University Jaume I, Castellón de la Plana, Spain, and the 
University of Valencia, Spain. He is full professor of early modern history at the 
University of Saragossa. He has been editor of the electronic early modern history 
review Tiempos Modernos (www.tiemposmodernos.org) and is the author of Agua, 
agricultura y sociedad en el siglo XVIII. El Canal Imperial de Aragón, 1766-1808 (1984), 
among other books and research articles such as “Las redes sociales en Madrid y la 
Congregación de San Fermín de los Navarros, siglos XVII y XVIII”, Hispania (2007); 
“Intereses financieros y nacionalismo. La pugna entre mercaderes banqueros 
españoles y franceses en Madrid, 1766-1796”, Cuadernos de Historia Moderna. Anejos 
(2009). More details in http://www.guillermoperezsarrion.es
Ann Thomson (ann.thomson@wanadoo.fr), Professor at Paris 8 University and 
head of the Research Center in Intellectual History. Author of many works on 
eighteenth-century intellectual history, notably on ‘the natural history of man’, 
anthropology, and intellectual exchange. Most recent works: Bodies of Thought: 
Science, Religion, and the Soul in the Early Enlightenment (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2008); and ed. with Simon Burrows and Edmond Dziembowski, Cultural 
Transfers: France and Britain in the long Eighteenth Century (Oxford: Voltaire 
Foundation, 2010, SVEC, 2010: 4).
Borbála Zsuzsanna Török (zsuzsanna.toeroek@uni-konstanz.de) is postdoctoral 
Research Fellow at the University of Konstanz. Her research focuses on the 
circulation of statistical knowledge in the ‘long’ eighteenth century, and the 
interrelation of the social sciences and literary fiction in East-Central Europe. 
Her co-edited volumes include The Exile and Return of Writers from East-Central 
Europe (with John Neubauer, 2009) and a thematic issue of the journal East Central 
Europe, titled “Reframing the European Pasts: National Discourses and Regional 
Comparisons” (with Balázs Trencsényi and Dietmar Müller, 2009).
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Balázs Trencsényi (trencsenyib@ceu.hu) is an Assistant Professor at the History 
Department of Central European University, Budapest, and co-director of “Pasts, 
Inc., Center for Historical Studies” at CEU. He holds a Ph.D. in Comparative History 
from CEU (2004). He is associate editor of the periodical East Central Europe (Brill 
Publishers). His main field of interest is Eastern European intellectual history. In 
2008 he has received a European Research Council grant as principal investigator 
in the project “Negotiating Modernity”: History of Modern Political Thought in East-
Central Europe. He has co-edited a number of volumes on political ideas and 
historiography, including Discourses of Collective Identity in Central and Southeast 
Europe (1775-1945) vols. I-II; Narratives Unbound: Historical Studies in Post-Communist 
Eastern Europe; and Whose Love of Which Country? Composite States, National Histories 
and Patriotic Discourses in Early Modern East Central Europe. A collection of his studies 
on the history of political thought, A politika nyelvei [The languages of politics], 
has been published in Hungarian.
Javier Usoz Otal (jusoz@unizar.es) is Associate Professor of Applied Economics at 
the Faculty of Law (University of Zaragoza, Spain). His research has focused on the 
history of economic thought of the Spanish Enlightenment.
Monika Wehrheim (m.wehrheim@uni-bonn.de) is Assistant Professor in Romance 
Philology at the University of Bonn (Germany) where she is teaching Spanish 
and Latin American Literature and Culture. She got a Ph.D. at the University of 
Frankfurt with a dissertation on “French chronicles of the discovery of America” 
(1997). Her investigations are centered on colonial chronicles in Latin America, 
twentieth- century Latin American literature, movies on and from Latin America, 
gender-studies and the theories of cultures. Currently her interest focuses 
on the process of nation-building in Mexico during the nineteenth century. 
Key publications: Entdeckung, Eroberung, Inszenierung: Filmische Versionen der 
Kolonialgeschichte Lateinamerikas und Afrikas, ed. (with Ute Fendler) (München: 
Martin Meidenbauer, 2007; Lateinamerika: Orte und Ordnungen des Wissens, ed. 
(with Sabine Hofmann) (Tübingen: Gunter Narr, 2004); and her dissertation 
Die gescheiterte Eroberung. Eine diskursanalytische Betrachtung früher französischer 
Amerikatexte (Tübingen: Narr, 1998).
Juan Ángel Zabalza Arbizu (zabalza@ua.es) is Associate Professor of History of 
Economic Thought at the Faculty of Economics (University of Alicante, Spain). His 
main research topics are related to the Spanish economic thought and economic 
history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In particular he has focused on 
the institutional development of economics, the relationships between economic 
theory and economic policy and the history of macroeconomics.
